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When we returned to the Castle we found that Henry had gone for 1908
a long walk with the Hon. Violet Vivian, one of the Queen's maids of ^S0 66-56
honour, over which the King was jovial, and even eloquent."
Asquith was again at Windsor in November 1908 on the occasion
of the visit of the King and Queen of Sweden, The Court is now
buzzing with excitement about the German Emperor's famous
interview in the Daily Telegraph, but discretion is specially enjoined
in the presence of the Swedish guests who are intimate with the
Emperor. King Edward is heard inveighing against Woman
Suffrage—to which, like his mother, he had a special antipathy—
and he is only with great difficulty persuaded to consent to the
appointment of two women—Lady Frances Balfour and Mrs. H, J.
Tennant—to the Royal Com mission on the Marriage Laws. He did
not object to the two ladies, if ladies there had to be, but he saw in
their appointment an alarming precedent opening wide doors to
developments unthinkable. The King was always annoyed when
it was reported that one of his Ministers had attended a Woman
Suffrage demonstration, and he expressed himself as specially dis-
pleased at Mr. Lloyd George's appearance at the Albert Hall on one
of these occasions.
On 6th November, 1908, Mr. Balfour wrote to Lord Lansdowne:
" Asquith asked me to speak to him last nigW? after the House rose.
He was evidently extremely perturbed abou&the European situa-
tion, which, in his view, was the gravest of which we have had any
experience since 1870.'* That situation arose out of the annexation
of Bosnia-Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary and simultaneously the
proclamation of Independence by Bulgaria, which had been
announced on 6th October. The affair was from the beginning
tangled with intrigue. Isvolsky, the Russian Foreign Minister,
and Baron d'Aehrenthal, the Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister,
hatt for some time been in secret communication with each other
about a plan for settling Balkan affairs at the expense of Turkey
without German (or British) intervention, and part of that plan
was the annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina by Austria, with the
opening of the " Straits " so as to enable Russian ships of war
to pass from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean as " compensation n
for Russia* On 15th September the two men met at Buchlau, the
country seat in Moravia of Count Berchtold, the Austro-Hungariaa
Ambassador in St. Petersburg, and discussed these questions. In
the sequel Isvolsky maintained that he had been grossly deceived by
d'Aehrenthal, who, contrary to their understanding, rushed the

